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The Press Association, telegraphing early 

Thursday evening, says :—- 

The French counter-attack this morning ¥4* 
on a front of 27 miles, from the heights of 
Fontenoy, on the Aisne, to Belleu. 

The French have made a marimum adva 
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4,000 prisoners, 30 guns, and a good deal of 
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Violent fighting is in progress between Villers 
Helong and Noroy-sur-Ourcq. 

South of the Ourcq great progress has been 
made. 

i More than twenty villages have been recap. 
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SIGNIFICANCE OF THE 
CHANGE. 

The Press Association's Special Correspondent 
with the French Army, 
2 p.m., says: 

The French Army's counter-atiack this morn- 
Ling was a complete surprise for the enemy. The 
French infaniry left their trenches at dawn, 
and raced towards the enemy's position on ihe 
heels of their barrage fst night heavy 
thunderstorms, with violent bursts of rain and 
wind, swept the whole country between the 
Aisne and the Marne, and the wild weather 
may account partly for the enemy's want of 
vigilance. The resistance in the German frat 
lines was weak, and a good many prisoners were 
teken in the first hour of the attack By 8 
o'clock the French Command was able to re- 
port a gener al advance of from one to two miles 
along the whole front and the advance con- 
tinues, Thie afternoon the fighting will probabls 
stiffer. as the Germans will have had 
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News of the splendid counter-offensive of the 
French spread hair Paris earlv this after- 
noon, says a message of Thursday's date, before 
the publication of the official report. The news- 
paper kiosks were besieged by crowds, eager to 
obtain precise information. Joy and pride were 
expressed by the populace that it was their be- 
loved Poilus who had driven a lane through 
the Germans. Unofficial news published aimee 
the communiqué was issued, is still more em 
couraging. It is said that she encmy was com- 
pletely surprised, and that the attack continues 
in cireumstances particularly’ favourable. A 
surgeon of the military hospital in Paris who 
made a special study of the psychology of the 
wounded on their arrival afier the battle, tells 
me that he has proved that their » oral is a 


sure barometer of how the fight has gone and. 
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MIDNIGHT STRUGGLE FOR A GUN. 


Tire details of a midnight raid by two armed 
and disguised men on a house in the Castlederg 
district of the County Tyrone were related au 
a special Cotrrt of Petty ns ag held 
before Mr. Arthur MeSorley, J 
trict Inspector Heggart, Strabane, charged John 
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Bernard Goan 

Dr. R. Burke appeared for the accused. 

Hernard Goan stated that on the night i 
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someone working at the latch of the door, and 
a voice said, “ Let me in, Barney.” He went ta 
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